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	NAME
	Samuel Cobb

	UNIVERSITY
	Hull York Medical School, University of York

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest 

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Experimental Biology/American Association of Anatomists; Boston, USA; 28th March – 1st April 2015

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	As this was my first time attending either an Experimental Biology or AAA meeting I was hoping to meet and hear talks from colleagues I do not usually see at meetings, but I also hoped to meet existing colleagues. I also hoped to get a positive and useful feedback to the posters on masticatory anatomy and mechanics I was presenting.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	Given the large size of the meeting I was a bit concerned that it might be difficult to meet with and hear talks by colleagues with similar research interests.  Fortunately the meeting was quite clearly separated into a series of smaller meetings for each of the main contributing societies. I spent most of my time attending the functional anatomy symposia which were really very good, and some of the poster sessions. A number of people visited my poster and I had some very useful conversations.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	Networking and developing new research ideas both for current and future projects on feeding mechanics in hard object feeding primates

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	Establishing pilot projects based on the new research ideas I had at the meeting, and also following up the new connections I made at the meeting and hopefully establishing some new research collaborations.
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