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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Prof. Dorothy C Bennett (pp Prof. Mark Fisher)

	UNIVERSITY
	St George’s, University of London

	NAME OF AWARD
	AS Departmental Seminars 2015/16 Award

	PURPOSE OF AWARD:  conference supported (full name) with city and dates

	CVCS Cell Biology & Genetics Summer Symposium
Held at St George’s, University of London (London SW17 0RE), in what was then called the CVCS (Cardiovascular & Cell Sciences) Research Institute*.    30 June 2016.
Award used to support the Symposium, of which the expenses included food and drink for attendees and costs for two eminent external keynote speakers to join the symposium (see program, also attached).   Without the Anatomical Society support, external speakers would not have been invited.   Other talks were given by members of the Centre.
* Now MCS: Molecular & Clinical Sciences.

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	To generate better understanding and networking between Cell Biology & Genetics Centre members and others from around the University and outside.  To introduce them to some inspiring cutting-edge external research by inviting the keynote speakers, and to introduce the visitors in turn to some of the research going on at SGUL.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	(Filled in as for the audience generally.)  

The Symposium was well attended, by Centre members and others, at all stages from PhD students to professors.   It was a pleasure to attend, with a range of interesting internal talks on cells, organelles and genes, and the two excellent external speakers also.   

Prof. Graça Raposo (Paris) spoke about her outstanding contributions to the understanding of normal and abnormal organelle development, using normal and mutant pigment cells and their melanosomes as a model, and advanced techniques of structural analysis based on transmission electron microscopy.
Prof. Duncan Baird (Cardiff) spoke about telomeres, the structures at the end of chromosomes, their crucial role in protection against cancer, and how that protection can go wrong. 
Breaks and lunch provided opportunities for networking with others in the centre and for talking to the visitors, who both said that they enjoyed the visit.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	CBG is quite a large Centre and a symposium like this provides a great opportunity for members to get to know each other better and find out what is going on beyond their own corridor.  A range of techniques were discussed, so this would have provided many audience members with an introduction to new skills.   The external talks made a real difference, enabling many of us to gain understanding of some cutting-edge techniques applied to exciting research questions.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	We hope that the resulting networking will stimulate collaborations between different centre members and assist people in (for example) knowing where to go for help or collaboration using a given technique, reagent or cell type.  The external talks were stimulating in a different way and may provide potential insights or approaches to members’ own research questions.  
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	DATE
	19/10/2016
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