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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Elias Kassapis

	UNIVERSITY
	The University of Edinburgh

	NAME OF AWARD
	The Barclay-Smith Travelling Fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	To attend the Anatomists on the Edge 2017 conference, Galway, Ireland. 27th - 29th June


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	To gain experience in attending and presenting in a scientific conference, expanding my networking and oral communication skills, as well as enriching my knowledge on anatomy, and to get informed of the latest advances in the field.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	Being my first time in a scientific conference, I was surprised by how relaxed and friendly the atmosphere was, making it easy to approach and converse with people across disciplines and academic positions. This allowed me to get a better grasp of the many different aspects of anatomy, and of the value of such research and its application in clinical settings. It also improved my understanding of the life of a scientist and increased my awareness of the different opportunities offered in such a career setting. Overall it was a very enjoyable learning experience.
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the environment's conductivity to axonal regeneration is the composition of the
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Image (left) showing an unlesioned 3 dpf
zebrafish larvae (wik) with its major
features and lesion site labelled.
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Hypothesis: Macrophages Invading the lesion site promote axon regeneration by
modulating ECM deposition in the spinal cord lesion site of zebrafish.

The absence of macrophages did not appear to affect the upregulation of
expression of these genes observed at the lesion site in response to spinal cord
injury.

Methods: We used in situ hybridization to Investigate mRNA expression of 13
genes coding for ECM components, previously shown to be specifically
upregulated In the spinal lesion site of zebrafish in response to lesioning, in
wildtype (wik) and irf8 zebrafish larvae (do not develop mature and
functional macrophages or microglia until after 31 dpf), after spinal cord injury. TablesA +B

* We conclude that macrophages do not regulate these genes at the
transcriptional level.

* This does not rule out modulation of these genes by macrophages downstream
of transcription.

These experiments must be repeated to confirm the current findings
Tables showing the scoring of staining for each gene analysed.

Results: We found no difference in expression levels of the selected genes ++ = Strong Staining, + = Weak Staining, - = No staining, n = Total number of zebrafish embryos 3

between wik and irf8  zebrafish larvae, thus we conclude that macrophages 5. Future Expe"ments
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Figure 1. An image of the poster I presented in the conference


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	This experience has enhanced my oral communication and poster presentation skills. I learned to be flexible in presenting my work, tailoring my presentation to meet the background, and relevant knowledge of each of my peers. This is a very important transferable skill, which will allow me to communicate information to the audience more effectively.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	Through this experience I have gained new insights that will increase the efficacy of my oral communication and presentation skills. For example, I have learned that differentiated instruction among peers of different background knowledge is more effective than using an identical approach for everyone. Also, I am now more familiar with the nature of the audience in such conferences, and thus, I will be better prepared for future conferences, ensuring effective and concise communication to all my spectators. Finally, in the conference I have seen a lot of very good posters, which have given me ideas to better design my own posters in the future.
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