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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Muhammad Awwal Musa

	UNIVERSITY
	Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, Nigeria

	NAME OF AWARD
	2016/2017 Barclay Smith Funding Award –Round 4

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	To support travel costs for attending the Summer meeting of the Anatomical Society: Anatomists on the Edge Conference held at the Arts Millennium Building, National University of Ireland (NUI), Galway, Ireland from the 27th – 29th June 2017.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	This year’s summer meeting of the Anatomical Society - Anatomists on the Edge Conference is notable in the sense that it was organized by Professor P. Dockery and his team at NUI Galway for the Anatomical Society (AS) and the American Association of Anatomists (AAA).These two largest professional bodies of Anatomical Sciences in the English speaking world come together at certain conferences and sponsor symposia reciprocally. I saw this as a very good avenue to meet and discuss my science with renowned experts in the World of anatomy. I looked forward to presenting my research work at a poster session and getting meaningful feedbacks from delegates. I also wanted to explore what other researchers were working on in their respective locations across the globe.
Meanwhile, looking at the final program, I anticipated meeting the speakers and other independent researchers in Anatomy. I also hoped to establish links for collaborations in the near future.


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	My experience at the summer meeting of the AS was very exciting and one that will surely last the memory lane. The conference was comprehensive, well attended and very informative. There were plenty of wonderful sessions to attend. 
Attending this conference provided me the opportunity to meet and discuss my science with renowned experts in the field of anatomical sciences. I presented my poster on Wednesday 28th June 2017. I had significant stopovers at my poster and received constructive feedbacks which on return home (Nigeria) I hope to build upon to better my research work. 
Although, my research interest is in the area of craniofacial morphology, growth and genetics, this conference was an opportunity for me to explore interesting research works being carried out by members of AS and AAA. I participated in a wide range of symposia and learnt a lot from speakers of the various sessions. The talk by Prof. Sabine Koelle (University College Dublin) on in vivo imaging in male and female genital tracts was very intriguing. I was fascinated by the way imaging technologies were being used to study events in the male and female genital tracts. This was really amazing!

The turnout of young and enthusiastic students (graduates and undergraduates) at the conference was just marvellous. I really felt at “home” and had so much to discuss and share with colleagues. Moreover, Galway was really a nice match for the conference as it provided a culturally rich and friendly environment for participants to enjoy. I really had fun! 
I will like to thank the organizers of the conference – Anatomists on the Edge for a wonderful outing and most importantly thank the Anatomical Society for supporting my participation in the form of a travel grant.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	From the different sessions and speakers at the conference, I have learnt how to make good power point and poster presentations. I have also learnt some new skills on how to drive home points when talking to a large audience. This will surely improve my communication skills.  

Listening to Medical Education experts present at the conference has further exposed me to new methods and pedagogies I hope to adopt when teaching medical students back home (in Nigeria).  This will no doubt improve my teaching skills and promote learning among students.



	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	As a graduate student and upcoming anatomists, my experience in this conference has surely changed my perceptions about Anatomical Sciences in the UK and Ireland. The valuable feedback received on my poster from respected conference delegates will be very useful in the design of future projects in my area of research. I had so much discussion with delegates at the conference and I hope these discussions will result in possible long-lasting collaborations that I plan to start in the near future. 
Most importantly, I look forward to using most of the teaching methods and ideas suggested by speakers to improve and promote learning of anatomical sciences among students (both medical and allied health profession students) in my institution – Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, Nigeria.


	SIGNATURE
	Muhammad Awwal Musa
	DATE
	29th June 2017 
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