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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
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	NAME
	Joana Sofia Araújo de Passos

	UNIVERSITY
	NUI Galway

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund 201617 Round 2

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Irish Association for Cancer Research (IACR) Meeting

Kilkenny (Ireland)
22nd-24th February 2017


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	I presented a poster entitled “Analysis of H2AX expression and abundance in tumor cells”. 
This poster generated some discussion which is currently being considered for future experiments. 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	This meeting was the first cancer meeting that I have attended during my PhD. It was a three-day meeting with approximately 200 participants who share a common interest in basic and translational cancer research. This meeting had many national and international speakers, as well as nearly a hundred posters.
From this meeting I must highlight one of the keynote speakers: Dr Richard Marrais, Director of the CRUK Manchester Institute. He gave an inspiring talk showing how animal science and therapeutics are being used in research of melanoma progression and patient treatment/outcome.
Dr Annette Byrne (Director of RCSI Laboratory for Tumour Biology and Molecular Imaging, Dublin) was also noted as a key investigator in the establishment of translational in-vivo xenografts in Ireland.

I’ve also made contact with researchers within Ireland which share the same interests in bioinformatics and cancer cell biology.



	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	The first day of the meeting was focused on a "careers event”. This session featured renowned speakers from different scientific backgrounds: from industry (Professor Chris Scott) to journalism (Mr Sean Duke) to academia (Dr Elaine Dunleavy). This session showed different life-experience stories as well as guidelines to young scientists who do not know which path they should undertake after their PhD.
On the second and third day of the meeting I contacted with some of the current national and international cancer speakers. Apart from the sessions mentioned previously, I’ve also learned extensively from Dr Ian Mills’ talk (Queens University Belfast) “Drivers’ and ‘feed-back loops’ in prostate cancer cells”, Dr Luca Magnani (Imperial College London) “Acquired CYP19A1 amplification is an early specific mechanism of aromatase inhibitor resistance in metastatic breast cancer”, Professor Tariq Enver (UCL Cancer Institute, London) “Origin, evolution and targeting of childhood leukaemia”, and Dr Colm J. Ryan (University College Dublin) “CancerGD: a resource for identifying and interpreting genetic dependencies in cancer”.
These sessions helped me to learn about some of the most recent topics in cancer research and to understand how these questions are currently being addressed. It also inspired me to raise different questions to address during the PhD.  This meeting also inspired me to collaborate with other scientists in the field.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	This meeting provided an excellent update to cancer research in Ireland and overseas. 
I was exposed to many different fields within cancer research, from the basic to therapeutics and translational research.  I met many different renowned scientists and I made contacts.
I’ve also met the President of the IACR, Professor William Watson (Associate Professor of Cancer Biology in University College Dublin’s School of Medicine and Medical Science) during the networking session that the IACR organized. He kindly answered our questions related to future directions after postgraduate studies. We also actively discussed the importance of a collaborative network to the development of our research goals.
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