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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Salman Goudarzi

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Portsmouth

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Funding

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	XIII European Meeting on Glial Cells in Health and Disease
Edinburgh, UK

July 8-11, 2017


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	With the award that I received from the Anatomical Society, I was able to attend the XIII European Meeting on Glial Cells in Health and Disease in Edinburgh, UK. The meeting was about glial cells in the nervous system (astrocytes, oligodendrocytes and microglia) and their involvement in CNS disorders. As a recently graduated student who just started his career as a postdoc, I was able to observe many scientific talks and posters as well as discussing with many people working on glial cells, which helped me to gain new ideas to develop my research career.


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	The conference was particularly about glial cells; however I was mostly interested in the symposia sessions that were about various signalling pathways which leads to maturation of oligodendrocyte precursor cells (OPCs) and eventually regeneration of the brain in case of damage e.g demyelination in multiple sclerosis. I also was very interested in the sessions about microglia cells (the resident immune cells of the brain) and how their activation can be modulated and what proteins are involved in their activation process.

I also observed many scientific posters, which gave me the chance to have a one to one discussion with other researchers with various backgrounds. When looking at the posters, I considered a few factors in order to start a scientific discussion:

1)
Methodology: I was looking for posters that used primary glial cell culture, so that I could learn about a technique that I am planning to use in a near future.

2)
Similar field of work: I was looking for posters that were working on the same area as I am, so that I could learn about the most recent and unpublished data.

3)
Collaboration: I was looking for scientists that potentially were collaborators.


	 REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	I presented my work entitled  “Effect of Gas6 signalling on expression of MS-related genes in mouse CNS, and influence on experimental demyelination” which was focussed on identification of the best reference gene for gene expression analysis using mouse CNS extracts. I received a lot of interest and some valuable ideas that have  to improve my research. However, during the poster sessions I was able to discuss with some experts the performance  of glial cells primary culture (extracting glial cells from mouse brain tissue). This allowed me to compare various techniques for extracting and purifying different cells from mouse brain in order to find the best and cost effective protocol that meets my needs.



	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	The meeting gave me the opportunity to learn about the most recent and unpublished data concerning glial cells biology and signalling mechanisms involved in brain regeneration and disease progression. Last but not lleast, the conference helped me to network with various scientists that are expert in glial cell primary culture, a technique that I am keen to learn and which will help me to improve my research and contribute to the progression of science.
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