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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Victoria Zimmel

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Edinburgh

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund 2021/22 Round 4

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Annual SMA Research and Clinical Care Meeting (Cure SMA), 15th to 17th June 2022, Anaheim, California, USA


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	The Annual SMA Research & Clinical Care Meeting is the largest meeting worldwide that is dedicated to spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) research and care. This conference brings together researchers working in academia, biotech companies, pharmaceutical companies, and the government with clinicians and multi-disciplinary healthcare providers who are diagnosing and caring for people with SMA. Additionally, this conference runs alongside the Annual SMA conference for families, making it possible to unite researchers, healthcare professionals and families to network.
As a PhD student in the final stages of my studies, I anticipated that this conference would be the ideal opportunity to gain deeper insight in a multi-disciplinary research and care approach of SMA. It would also be the perfect opportunity to network with experts in the field for future career opportunities after finishing my PhD. I also presented a poster at this conference on some of my PhD results and was looking forward to discussing these with the scientific community.


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	As my first big in person conference abroad after the pandemic, this conference was very well organised and ran smoothly with several hundred participants. The presentations were excellent, and the conference featured many speakers that are experts in their fields and who are leading world class research labs and diagnostic clinics. The conference talks were divided into different sessions including several basic research sessions, clinical research sessions and clinical drug development sessions. I very much enjoyed hearing multidisciplinary talks that didn’t just focus on basic research, but that also gave insight into current drug development and diagnostics and care challenges. This gave me a very good and broad understanding of all aspects of the disease - from underlying molecular mechanisms to its clinical presentation. Furthermore, the poster sessions yielded lively discussions and networking opportunities with several other labs around the world. Lastly, the conference provided some opportunities to get in contact with SMA patients and their families by running joint family and researcher events. I really valued being able to get in contact with some families and hear their perspective on the most urgent research needs in the field. 

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	Over the past two years, I was not able to attend any in-person meetings because of the pandemic. This was my first physical conference focusing solely on my research topic of SMA. As that, this conference was brilliant to develop and improve networking skills and confidence in talking to other researchers. Being able to present and discuss my work in the poster session, has boosted my confidence of being a valuable member of the scientific community, and has improved my skills to talk about my work to a specific audience. While I valued the opportunity to present my work in some online conferences over the last two years, the experience cannot be compared to an in-person conference. I found it very valuable to have the opportunity to meet so many international researchers, discuss my work with them, talk about future career opportunities and hear more about their own work and ideas. Being at this conference definitely motivated me to further pursue a career in basic research.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I will continue to work on my presentation skills and on my communication to a targeted audience with the knowledge that I have gained at this conference. I will further contact other researchers and company representatives that I talked to at the conference to discuss possible collaborations and future career opportunities. I also heard and learned about a variety of new research techniques and approaches, and I am keen to try to incorporate some of them in my own experimental design and future research. 


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A



	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	YES, I own the copyright to the images


	SIGNATURE
	Victoria Zimmel
	DATE
	04/07/2022


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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