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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Claire Piper

	UNIVERSITY
	King’s College London 

	NAME OF AWARD
	PhD Studentship 

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Gordon Research Seminar and Conference. Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration. 
Ventura, California. 

15th-21st October 2022 


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	This is a major event in the craniofacial development calendar and despite its tight focus is a remarkably good and surprisingly wide-ranging meeting. As I am nearing the end of PhD, I have a body of data that I was keen to get feedback on and interpretations from my peers as well as some thoughts on next steps.  I was also looking forward to making new contacts and networks for my post-PhD career development.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	The first two days of the Conference was a seminar which was exclusively attended by students and postdocs. This was a great opportunity to meet my peers and see some interesting talks. There was a careers session which was helpful to stimulate some thoughts about my post-PhD career and an opportunity to discuss career paths with those ahead of me in the process. 
During the main Conference, there was a mix of talks and poster sessions which allowed me to hear from leaders in the field, as well an opportunity discuss peoples work in a more direct way. I found several posters particularly relevant to my project and discovered some new techniques which I plan to add to my thesis. When presenting my poster, the feedback and questions from the audience were very valuable, giving me ways to think about my data when I come to write it up and new questions to ask. 
I really enjoyed the social aspect of the conference and the sense of community; I met PhD students at similar stages in their projects and we were able to compare our experiences. Talking to later stage scientists about their careers provided insight into possible career options. 
I was happy to win the Best Poster award for my poster. 


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	Presenting my poster to leaders in the field has allowed me to develop my presentation skills. Presenting within a time limit allowed me to refine a short description of my work that is useful for communicating it to a wider audience and answering questions to defend my work will be a useful skill in my viva. 
I was also able to develop my networking skills and increase my confidence in this area. Discussing both my data and other peoples work has improved my scientific thinking and ability communicating these ideas. 
Importantly, I met people who want to collaborate with me on experiments or share skills and data they have. Scientifically, this meeting will be significant for my final thesis. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I will take the presentation skills I have gained into all future talks and poster sessions; this will improve my ability to communicate my science and be invaluable during my viva. 
Gaining experience and confidence in a conference setting has been useful as this is a key part of an academic career. Listening to a range of talks and the questions from the audience has given me inspiration for my own talks and improved my critical thinking skills. 



	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	Yes 


	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below
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	Claire piper 
	DATE
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