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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Nobue Itasaki

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Bristol

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund Awards 2018/19

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Participation in the 19th Congress of the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA 2019), 9th to 11th August 2019, ExCel, London


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	(1) Scientific programme 
Because of my expertise and teaching areas in Developmental biology, updated knowledge and new insights in the field were the first priority. However, the latest technology and teaching methods in Anatomy education were also of interest.

(2) Networking 
My main purpose was to meet people in my field of my expertise, both new acquaintances and former colleagues, to catch up on the latest research findings and research environment.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	(1) Scientific programme 
The profusion of parallel sessions made it difficult to choose one to attend; the ones I chose to attend were extremely interesting. These included;

“Translational research in the anatomical sciences: quo vadis?”: Amazing latest operation procedures highlighting the importance of Anatomy for surgeons. 

“Cellular and molecular anatomy” (the session in which my student presented a talk): I found some talks really interesting (e.g. one about facial dermis) although they were not my expertise. I was able to talk to the speakers and provide my thoughts that were appreciated by the speakers. My student and I also received active questions and enthusiastic after-talk discussions by a few people from the audience, which was invaluable to us. 
“Recent developments in neuroanatomical terminology”: The work the chairperson and two other speakers have done was great in the sense that they integrated the last few decades’ molecular biology works into neuroanatomy, thus re-drawing the traditional neuroanatomical map in textbooks. It was so fundamental that the chairperson rightly discussed as to how to disseminate it widely to other anatomists and those who are in the position of teaching anatomy.  It was truly valuable to update my understanding of developmental neuroanatomy and I could have missed this progress if I hadn’t attended the session. Other speakers also provided unique analysis of the neuroanatomy description in textbooks.
“Live transoral dissection from Keele University with Ajith George using Proximie’s live video streaming AR software and Primal Pictures’ 3D Anatomy”: It was not only just impressive but also rightly highlighted the importance of and new roles for Anatomy.
“Understanding anatomy through embryology”: Excellent talks, in both contents and the delivery, from the introductory level to the latest findings. 
“The developmental anatomy of craniofacial and neural tube birth defects and prospects for their repair and prevention”: Once again, high-quality talks from the introductory level to the latest findings. I had sufficient time to talk to individual speakers after the session about the details on the content, which was great.
The last two sessions were on my expertise field and I was able to personally communicate to almost all of the speakers, that was an invaluable experience. 
(2) Networking 

I met with people to catch up and also to meet for the first time and exchanged knowledge and plan future communications, which was invaluable. The conference was organised such that there was plenty of time to do so, which was advantageous.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	Personal communication with other participants was the most important. I was able to discuss with other participants not only the technical issues in experimental approaches and the latest findings but also a variety of interpretation of findings that are useful for my research.
Another key issue in attending this meeting was the good coverage of topics. The meeting allowed me to comprehend topics that I wouldn’t have been able to appreciate in depth otherwise, such as the importance of anatomy in new surgical intervention methods.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	As I write a review on neural patterning in  “Encyclopedia of Life Science (eLS)” (Wiley, http://www.els.net/WileyCDA/), which aims to cover a wide area of the topic and is updated every 5 years, attending this meeting was a very effective way for me to obtain the latest knowledge. 

I met some people whom I didn’t know before or knew only by name. They kindly provided me with references such that I can refer to these in my review writing. In other cases, I met a few people who wished for future collaboration, which was also welcome. We will look for forthcoming opportunities. 
Some of the knowledge I obtained in talks was directly useful in my ongoing research project or my teaching content. I’ll integrate these into my research plan and lecture notes, respectively.

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society. 

	YES/NO

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image.

	YES/NO    Not applicable as I don’t have any photos to provide.


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. 

	YES/NO   Not applicable as I don’t have any photos to provide.


	SIGNATURE
	 Nobue Itasaki
	DATE
	12/08/2019


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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