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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Lopa Leach

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Nottingham, UK

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund Awards 2018/19 – Round 5

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	International Federation of Placental Associations (IFPA 2019), The Catholic University, Buenos Aires, Argentina; 10th to 13th September 2019.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	This international conference had 450 delegates from 5 Placental Societies - European Placenta Group, The Japan Placenta Group, The Australia-New Zealand Placental Research Association, and Placental Associations of the Americas. It allowed me to present my lab’s research to a global audience and discuss the implications of epigenetic control of occludin isoforms and therefore tight junctional integrity in pregnancies complicated by gestational diabetes (GDM) which were treated with metformin. A second poster looked at the composition of placental glycocalyx, a prominent part of the placental barrier, and how this was spared in pregnancies complicated by GDM regardless of treatment; so a good news story here! I also organized and chaired a workshop entitled ‘Who dictates fetal growth- Mother, placenta or baby?’ Three experts (from Austria, Australia and USA) were invited to give their viewpoint briefly and then addressed numerous questions from the audience. This allowed a thorough and frank discussion of where the science was and what consensus we could reach. The support of the Anatomical Society (AS) was acknowledged in the 2 posters and the workshop; this highlighted AS and its interests in furthering science.


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	It is always a pleasure to meet scientists and academic clinicians from all over the world and share the very latest thoughts in research. The feedback is always rewarding, as are the collaborative links these meetings engineer. Buenos Aires was a fascinating city, and the organizers made sure we also saw a show of Tango! In this era of increasingly shrinking societies, international events allow one to appreciate the values of different cultures, whilst emphasising similarities of scientific quests and logical thinking. The AS award meant I could take my PhD student to the meeting and therein initiate the dialogue between the next generation of scientists. Conferences always have the very latest data (hot from the lab) and it was invaluable to learn the new knowledge on exosomes and miRNA that the placenta uses for its own and maternal function to ensure successful pregnancies.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	The art of presenting science, questioning scientific data and learning new knowledge.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I will modify where necessary how we present our science in the future; this includes incorporation of the latest presentation innovations. Appropriate communication is an important part of dissemination of science. 


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society. 

	YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image.

	N/A


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. 

	N/A

	SIGNATURE
	Lopa Leach
	DATE
	30/9/19


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
File: AS-Award-Report-Form-BLANKCO-SEAL-date110216-Amended AT-070818
Page 1 of 2

