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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Abigail Tucker

	UNIVERSITY
	King’s College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Conference attanedance:

Gordon Research Conference Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration, 11th to 15th February 2018, Lucca, Italy 


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	This is the premier meeting on Craniofacial Development internationally. Attendance is selective and all the top labs in the field are represented. The meeting is therefore a great opportunity to network and learn about the latest advances.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	The conference lived up to my high expectations. The science was excellent and the meeting covered the breadth of Craniofacial development from Evolution of the craniofacial complex, to birth defects and gene regulatory networks. The meeting had a mix of academics and clinicians, which provided a thought-provoking environment. I particularly enjoyed the session on the orofacial complex and evolution. As a feature of many Gordon conferences, the talks carried on into the night, and resulted in new collaborations, but also provided an opportunity to consolidate exiting collaborations. In particular I was able to discuss face to face publication plans with international colleagues.

In addition the location provided a beautiful backdrop to the science with snow-capped hills and plenty of wine in the evening.
This fund was able to pay my travel expenses which was of great benefit.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	The meeting was a great chance to liaise with colleagues in the field. I left having made new contacts and I am currently following up on several avenues discussed at the conference. I will be Chair of this meeting in two years time so I was able to improve my organisational skills.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	Having good networking skills is a key part of being a scientist and such conferences are a great opportunity to make new collaborations and consolidate existing ones.


	SIGNATURE
	Abigail Tucker
	DATE
	20/03/2018


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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