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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Hannah Tjandra

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Portsmouth

	NAME OF AWARD
	Barclay Smith Travel Award

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Summer Meeting of the Anatomical Society 
University of Oxford

23rd-25th July 2018 


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	The Summer Meeting of the Anatomical Society is the first conference I have ever attended, so as such all experiences gained would be new. I hoped to meet new peers, brush elbows with the best and brightest science has offered in neuroanatomy over the past fifty years and show and present my research to a broader audience, mixing anatomists with molecular and developmental biologists.
I anticipated an overview of current methods of cerebral cortex imaging as well as insights into cerebral cortex development, challenging misconceptions and previous ideas of anatomical structure in the brain. In addition to this, I gained valuable experience presenting to an audience with a wide array of academic backgrounds and the opportunity to network. 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	From the first session in which the Wiley Publishing group gave a short seminar on the best ways to get your research published, to the wisdom of Milos Judas in describing and differentiating the regional differences of interstitial neurons, the conference gave a wealth of knowledge and new viewpoints on recent research. The Wiley publishing workshop I found very illuminating as it explained a few concepts that as an undergraduate were not clear to me.  
Covering everything from developing our knowledge of the connectome to the pathogenicity of Zika virus the conference was set in the stunning (and sweltering) visage of St Johns College, and was a phenomenal experience. The talks began and finished with a focus on education, with respect to radiography and comparisons in education of medical students in anatomy. Single cell RNA seq also featured particular focus with its main uses in deriving our knowledge of the developing human connectome. 

On the first day of the conference I had the opportunity to present my poster on investigating the presence of hypoxia in embryonic angiogenesis (photo below). I greatly enjoyed discussing the findings of my research and linking it with other projects carried out in different fields. Meeting new people who are undertaking PhD’s or second degrees to become doctors has been truly inspiring as well as great fun! My ultimate goals now are undoubtedly focused on a career in research. 
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	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	Throughout the conference I was able to practise my networking skills, gaining valuable friendships with colleagues from the University of Edinburgh and Glasgow respectively 
I have also gained significant presentation skills in how I can deliver my research to people who work almost completely outside of the field of molecular biology. This reinforced the idea that not many people will understand what you do and highlights how good scientific communication skill is key. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	I gained a huge amount of experience from attending this conference. As well as networking I have learned new insights into my next set of research, as well as additional research which complemented my own. 

Further experience in presenting my research has proven very valuable to me, as I now am comfortable enough to present to an academic audience with some confidence.  
Lastly, through networking I now have some wonderful friends that I hope to see at the next conference and collaborate with in the future. 
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