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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Dr Kerry Thompson 

	UNIVERSITY
	National University of Ireland Galway 

	NAME OF AWARD
	Departmental Seminar Grant

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	The purpose of this departmental seminar award was to invite Dr Emmanuel Reynaud from University College Dublin, to facilitate an Open Source Microscopy workshop (11/11/2019) with staff and postgraduate students of Anatomy in NUI Galway and also to deliver a seminar (12/11/2019) to staff and students from the Discipline along with other researchers across campus. Dr Reynaud’s talk was titled “Light Sheet for the Masses”.   


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	It was hoped that the workshop would be a very useful opportunity for the staff and postgraduate students to learn about the various approaches and cost saving methods employed in open source microscopy to perhaps offer an alternative to the, often expensive, commercial solutions, but also how to construct and develop custom systems from old equipment. The activity would also act as a team building event. The seminar would give both our undergraduates and postgraduates the opportunity to hear a leader in the field discuss a prominent and current topic in the field of microscopy.  



	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	The workshop was a great success with a total of 10 staff and postgraduate students participating. Two functional Lego microscopes were constructed by the end of the session. All participants really engaged with the materials they had been assigned to. 
Dr Reynaud delivered a very informative seminar on Light Sheet Microscopy the next day. Here he described how the Light Sheet Microscopy community was formed, its multidisciplinary nature and how it relies so heavily on the collaboration of Scientists (Biologists, Physicists, Computer Scientists and Bioimage Analysts) and Engineers. He also discussed the impact of the collection of Big Data in microscopy, modern image analysis techniques and the power and usefulness of open source software such as Fiji. 

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	The most important thing gained from this visit was the inherent benefit to the audience from hearing an international expert speak passionately about their field of research. It also introduced the attendees to a modern Microscopy technique currently not employed here on campus in NUI Galway. Potential collaborations for future research were established. The workshop also provided an ideal situation for team building between staff and postgraduate students based in Anatomy. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I plan to examine aspects of Dr Reynaud’s seminar for both the undergraduate Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Biomedical Science students, along with the MSc Microscopy and Imaging cohort. Dr Reynaud and I would also like to develop the workshop further so that it could be rolled out on perhaps a yearly basis in other University’s and Institutes across Ireland to deepen participants understanding of fundamental microscopy techniques and concepts. This workshop was piloted in conjunction with Dr Reynaud and Dr Mark Pickering of UCD in April last.   

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	YES


	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A

	SIGNATURE
	Dr Kerry Thompson
	DATE
	14/11/2019


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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