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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Prof. Jeremy B.A. Green

	UNIVERSITY
	King's College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Registration as speaker at the 19th Congress of the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists, ExCel, London, UK, 9-11 August 2019 



	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	· Learn more about the scope and extent of the Anatomist academic community

· Meet anatomists and others interested in the topics of the conference for networking and potential collaboration

· Share my own work with colleagues and potential colleagues

· Learn more of anatomical science and educational developments

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference

	This was my first IFAA meeting and I found it to be interestingly diverse, with quite a strong element of anatomy education mixed in with research activities ranging from gross anatomy via cellular to molecular scales. I was pleased to see a strong element of developmental anatomy – my own interest – with two excellent sessions in this area, both very well programmed. I met a number of individuals who I do not think I would have met at other types of meetings, including education specialists, primate anatomists and students working in new areas such as microbiome effects on development. I attended an anatomy education session that – intriguingly – seemed to offer a consensus between speakers that teaching anatomy using new  (and often expensive!) 3D visualisation software while popular with students seems to make very little difference to their exam results.
The venue was conveniently in London, where I am based, but rather large and this, combined with the wide choice of sessions running in parallel, had the effect of making the ones I experienced feel sparsely attended. The conference app lacked contact information for some of the speakers and all other attendees (future organisers please note: get the data sharing consent at registration time!). However, these negatives were relatively minor: the overall buzz and many of the talks made the meeting entirely worthwhile.
Overall, I learnt things and enjoyed the meeting and found it to be a positive experience.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	I learned from attending a session about teaching anatomy and histology using virtual 3D that it provides essentially no statistically detectable advantage versus 2D as measured by students' grades, despite being more popular.
I also learned that desmosomes and the intermediate cytoskeleton are much more dynamic than conventionally thought. This is useful knowledge for me as I am currently trying to understand cell-on-cell migration where these junctions could be important.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I will try to include 3D rendered materials when teaching or presenting anatomical science to students, but will probably not attempt to make this a comprehensive change or invest significant time or money to do so where there might be obstacles given the surprisingly poor cost/benefit ratio for this evidenced by convincing educational research presented at this meeting.
I will likely investigate desmosomes and intermediate filaments in the developmental anatomical studies I am currently pursuing in the mouse molar tooth.

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society. 

	YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image.

	N/A


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. 

	N/A


	SIGNATURE
	Jeremy Green
	DATE
	12 August 2019


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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