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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Mr Joshua Ludkin

	UNIVERSITY
	University of East Anglia

	NAME OF AWARD
	Barclay Smith Travel Award 2021/22 

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Attendance at the Anatomical Society Winter Meeting, Dublin, 4th-6th July 2022. This included the preparation of a poster to be displayed at the conference.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	I anticipated the conference would provide an opportunity to speak to scientific professionals regarding my recent laboratory work, helping to develop my scientific communication skills. I hoped that I would also gain feedback on the experimental design of the work, as well as the content and presentation of the poster. I was also greatly looking forward to listening to the work being undertaken in the labs of the presenters attending the conference, especially as I am now considering the next steps of my career progression and possible areas of research.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	The conference provided a fantastic opportunity to meet numerous individuals involved in a myriad of anatomy-related disciplines, ranging from anatomy education and research through to biomedical engineering. I was attending in order to present a poster regarding my Summer Vacation Scholarship project and I was able to discuss my work with several attendees, receiving useful feedback on the project and the poster, that I can carry forward into further research.  As this was my first experience of a scientific conference, I was unsure what to expect and even a little apprehensive. However, everyone was very welcoming and the social events organised for the Monday and Tuesday evenings provided opportunities to meet and talk with other attendees. As a result, I quickly felt very comfortable attending the event. The first day of the conference involved several lectures focusing on imaging techniques used in anatomical study, as well as talks presented by recipients of the Anatomical Society awards. The second day focused on biomedical engineering and developmental anatomy and it proved very informative listening to the flash talks held in the afternoon, as many of these were presented by Masters and PhD students. As someone who has just finished their undergraduate degree, this provided a useful opportunity to gain an insight into the work undertaken by scientists who are in the next phase of their professional development. The final day involved talks on anatomical research and anatomy education. This too provided an interesting look at ways in which teaching and education can be improved, especially in a post-Covid environment. The event provided a highly enjoyable experience for my first conference and I would like to thank the Anatomical Society for allowing me to attend.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	The experience provided an important opportunity to practice speaking to scientific professionals about the research project I undertook in the summer of 2021. This included individuals who were involved in similar areas of research as well as those with a focus that was entirely different from my own. This improved my confidence in speaking to individuals with considerably more experience. Furthermore, I was provided useful feedback on my poster and its contents, as well as the research techniques and protocols of my project. By observing the talks, I also gained useful knowledge in the techniques used to present research to larger groups in ways that are both informative and engaging.

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	The opportunity provided useful experience in presenting and speaking to individuals involved in scientific research. As such I have gained a good understanding regarding the level of depth required when discussing projects with other individuals in the scientific community. I was also provided with useful feedback on my poster, and this will undoubtedly help for any future events requiring presentations of future research projects. Observing the lectures also helped provide a useful insight into the effective means by which to engage an audience in talks regarding scientific research. As I am particularly interested in public engagement, these experiences could be utilised for future talks to both the scientific community and general public.

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	I give consent for the accompanying image of me with my poster at the conference.

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	Yes



	SIGNATURE
	               Joshua Ludkin
	DATE
	29.07.2022


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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