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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Isabel Chan

	UNIVERSITY
	King’s College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	Barclay Smith Award

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Anatomical Society summer meeting, Dublin (4-6 July)


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	Coming into the conference, I knew that this would be a highly beneficial event for me both professionally and personally as I have not had any experience attending any scientific conferences prior to this. I was excited to be more involved in the scientific community and to be able to gain a closer insight into how a career in research might look like.

Talking to my colleagues from the Tucker lab where I did my summer studentship helped me understand what is expected of me and what I can do during the event. Through this, I learnt that I would be able to network and connect with other members of the Anatomical Society and to learn more about the current landscape of anatomical research.

 

As part of my studentship, I had to present a poster on my research findings. As I have not presented posters in a formal setting before, I knew that I would be able to improve on my public speaking skills to engage my audience and to present my findings in a clearly understood manner.



	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	My experience at the conference was overwhelmingly positive. I was initially slightly nervous as I did not know what to expect from the conference, however I was surprised by how welcome and open everyone were. The student social event was a great addition to the conference as I was able to get to know the younger members on a more personal level. Getting to meet more people in research was a great experience as an undergraduate as it has helped me gain more perspectives on the possibility of postgraduate study either to specialise as a dentist or to take up research as a profession.

I have highly enjoyed the talks featured in the conference. Although I was not able to fully understand the topics discussed, I still found it fascinating to gain a closer look on the research process each of the speakers undertook. The keynote talk on Chiari malformations in the King Charles spaniel by Imelda McGonnell was especially interesting as she explained the studies undertaken to rule out or prove different hypotheses. As I had to use nonstandard animal models for my project, I found it fascinating how this applies to other areas of research and what considerations have to be taken to find a suitable animal model. Through this I learnt that research can sometimes require some creative thinking with a strong scientific foundation. 


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	Having presented my first poster in a formal setting, I have gained the confidence and experience which would be useful in any future presentations. 

Having to structure my presentation in an easily understood manner that was accessible to a wide audience was my main area of focus. As I did not know the depth of my audience's understanding towards teeth, I included some background such as a brief walkthrough of tooth development so that they would be able to understand how my findings would be relevant towards the bigger picture. Being able to practise presenting to the people I've met in the conference was also highly beneficial as I was able to tweak my structure based on the feedback I received. 

I was slightly anxious prior to the meeting on being able to address difficult questions as an undergraduate. To address this, I did some background reading around the topic to have a better foundation to rely upon when faced with questions. When I was asked a question beyond my knowledge, I was able to give a bit more information not included within the poster to give more context. Although this was useful in helping me grapple with difficult questions, I was ready to admit that there are gaps within my knowledge to not misinform my audience by accident.



	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	Being able to present information in a well-structured and easily understood way has always been an important skill required as a dentist. For patients to understand what is happening to them, complex topics have to be discussed in layman’s terms. I feel that I have gained more experience in this area through my poster presentation as I had to constantly do checks with the listener to ensure they have understood before moving on. This is applicable to gaining consent with patients where you have to ensure that they are capable of making decision based on their ability to understand the information presented. Practising my communication skills by adjusting my presentation based on real time audience feedback is also something highly applicable to any future career paths that I may choose to follow.

Going into the future I would also like to incorporate more critical thinking into my learning process. Continuous lifelong learning has always been a quality encouraged in dentistry and I believe this will help me incorporate evidence based information into my practice. Hearing other people talk about how they evaluated their research findings to guide their future experiments was thought provoking as I was used to passively accepting information without actively thinking about its wider implications. I believe critical thinking can help my undergraduate studies and my future practice.



	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A
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