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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
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	NAME
	Joana Sofia Araújo de Passos

	UNIVERSITY
	National University of Ireland Galway

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund 201718 Round 2

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Irish Association for Cancer Research (IACR) – 54th Annual Meeting

Dublin (Ireland)
21st-23rd February 2018


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	I presented a poster entitled “Analysis of copy number and mRNA levels of histone H2AX in breast cancer”. 

This poster generated some discussion which is currently being considered for future experiments.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	This meeting was the second IACR meeting that I have attended during my PhD. It was a three day meeting with approximately 200 participants who share a common interest in basic and translational cancer research. This meeting had many national and international speakers, as well as more than a hundred posters.
From this meeting I must highlight its constant growth and diversity. This year, subjects like nanomedicine, cellular stress, immunotherapy and emerging techniques in biomarker discovery, drug development and patient stratification were highlighted. One of the keynote speakers was the Associate Professor Valentina Cauda (Politecnico di Torino, Italy), who focused on a multifunctional nanoconstruct (TrojaNanoHorse) which is safe, stable and biodegradable in the host organism, and it can be injected in the blood stream. 
Dr Anand Madabhushi (Case Western Reserve University in Ohio, USA), gave an inspiring talk on new algorithms for medical images (radiomic and pathomic approaches) for capturing intra-tumoral heterogeneity and modelling tumour appearance in cancer. He also mentioned the potential of pathomics in the creation of more precise and personalized prognostic and predictive models.
Dr Frances A. Shepherd (University of Toronto, Canada) gave a fascinating talk on the field of clinical trials for lung cancer. She reported the value of adjuvant chemotherapy after surgery for early stage non-small cell lung cancer. However, she also highlighted the differences between immunotherapy and chemotherapy and the different approaches across hospitals, patients, etc. 
Finally, I also made connections and discussed my work with researchers within Ireland who share the same interests in cancer cell biology and bioinformatics.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	The first day of the meeting was focused on a "careers event”. This session was opened by the Minister of State for Training, Skills, Innovation, Research and Development in Ireland, John Halligan TD. 

This career event featured renowned speakers from different scientific backgrounds: from industry (Miss Rose Kidd, Senior Vice President at ICON) to Science Foundation Ireland (Professor Mark Ferguson, Director General of SFI), to science communication (Ms Louse Holden, FH Media consulting). This session showed different life-experience stories as well as guidelines to young scientists who do not know which path they should undertake after their PhD. A networking event based on shared research interests and career pathways of the participants was also organized by the IACR Junior Council.
On the second and third day of the meeting I networked with some of the current national and international cancer speakers. As I mentioned previously, subjects like nanomedicine, cellular stress, immunotherapy and emerging techniques in biomarker discovery, drug development and patient stratification were highlighted. Apart from the speakers mentioned previously, I’ve also learned extensively about nanoparticles from Dr. Hyunah Cho (Fairleigh Dickinson University, USA) from his talk entitled “Polymeric micelles and nanogels for multi-drug delivery in ovarian cancer”. Also Dr Eric Chevet (INSERM, France) discussed the complexity of cellular stress in glioblastoma multiform in his talk entitled “Complexity of IRE1 signalling in tumor development and therapeutic opportunities”, and Dr. Susan Logue (NUI Galway, Ireland) further discussed IRE1 in breast cancer in her talk “Targeting the IRE1 signalling axis in breast cancer”. Finally, Dr Clotilde Théry (INSERM Director, France) elucidated the “molecular and functional diversity of exosomes and other extracellular vesicles in tumor-immune system”. 

These sessions helped me to learn more about topics that I’m not very familiar with and to understand how these questions are currently being addressed. 
Finally, this meeting also inspired me to collaborate with other scientists in the field. The poster session and coffee breaks were very useful for the discussion of current data and new ideas for my PhD.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	This meeting provided me with an excellent insight into the up-to-date cancer research in Ireland and overseas. I was exposed to many different fields within cancer research, from the basic science to therapeutics and translational research.  I met many different renowned scientists and I made useful contacts.

This meeting also inspired me to raise different questions in a multitude of topics and to produce more data during my PhD.
In the networking event, I‘ve learnt to consider different ideas in terms of career goals in industry and academia. 
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