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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Dr Rebecca Shepherd

	UNIVERSITY
	Lancaster University

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	I was supported to attend the Experimental Biology conference in Philadelphia, April 2nd – 5th 2022 to present my research on identifying biochemical differences between elephant and mammoth ivory.

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	My anticipated benefits were to gain experience in presenting at an international conference and to get feedback on the work that I was presenting. I also hoped to improve my knowledge on various topics being presented at the conference. I was particularly keen to attend the symposium on qualitative research in anatomy education as I am interested in developing some qualitative research projects alongside my laboratory-based work, and I wanted to attend the session on osteocyte mediated bone remodelling as it is directly applicable to my current research.

Having completed my PhD during the pandemic, I was also keen to make the most of networking opportunities that were harder to come by with online conferences, and to make new scientific contacts.


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	The American Association for Anatomy was a very welcoming society. I was attending on my own, but through twitter contacts made prior to the conference, I met lots of interesting people. I really enjoyed attending the sessions on teaching the pelvis and peritoneum, qualitative research and on osteocyte mediated remodelling. There were also workshops on improving diversity in anatomical education and ‘de-colonising’ the curriculum, which I found very helpful and introduced me to many new concepts and ideas.
My talk went well, and I had a lot of questions and conversations afterward with other academics which was very helpful.  I also used the opportunity to visit the nearby Mutter Museum which was fascinating, and I highly recommend to anyone visiting Philadelphia. At the conference dinner on the final night (which had a very, very nice chocolate cake for pudding!), I received my Early Career Researcher award for submitting a top scoring abstract. 


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	The most important things I gained were the opportunity to present my work at an international conference and gain feedback on my work. I was also able to network and make new contacts with other researchers, which was very important after completing the final stages of my PhD in lockdown.

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I gained some positive feedback on my work and had a few interesting questions asked which has given me ideas for new avenues for my current research. Sadly, however, no one in the audience had any ivory samples to lend me (I did ask), so if anyone reading this report does then please get in touch!

I tentatively started the process of some international collaborative research with contacts made at the conference, and as a newly appointed lecturer I am very grateful for this opportunity to expand my research interests.
There were many presentations on anatomical education in the virtual classroom that were informative and I have collected some ideas for improving teaching in my own institution, especially regarding best practice in histology education.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	Yes
1) Rebecca presented her work identifying biochemical differences between elephant and mammoth tusks at Experimental Biology. This work has potential applications in the identification of ivory for archaeology specimens and at customs.

2) The Mutter Museum was fascinating, and held the skeleton of the second tallest person ever.



	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	Yes


	SIGNATURE
	Rebecca Shepherd
	DATE
	20/04/2022
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