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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Andy R.M. Chirculescu

	UNIVERSITY
	Ch. Davila University, Bucharest, Romania

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest 2019  

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	To attend The 19th Congress of International Federation of Associations of Anatomists, held in London, UK, between 9th-11th of August 2019, hosted by the Anatomical Society, at the ExCel Convention Center, President of the Meeting - Professor Ceri Davies (Imperial College London), assisted by an executive committee (Professor Tracey Wilkinson and Professor Simon Parson) and a scientific committee with 18 members (chaired by Regius Professor Simon Parson). 

The meeting marked the 116th anniversary of the IFAA, founded in 1903 by Professor Nicolas (Nancy, France).  

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	As the topics covered most areas, from gross anatomy and embryology to basic research, history, ethics, terminology, teaching and more, I considered that the updated information in these fields would allow me to keep connected to the most modern trends, by means of a direct, real time contact. A special tint was given by the section Art and Anatomy, promoted by Professors Clive Lee and Simon Parson, which was really an original approach. The abstracts of all papers will be published in Journal of Anatomy, vol. xx, 2019.   
N.B. - I thought that my participation could be a real benefit to other attendees, in view of my experience in the field, over the time since 1976. 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event. 

	My first purpose in attending was to see what is new and to assess whether my research directions are still currently important ones. 

It was good to meet there colleagues and friends from UK: Professors Ceri Davies, Bernard J. Moxham, Colin Ockleford, Clive Lee, Simon Parson, Dr. Claire Smith, USA: Professors Stephen Carmichael, and Richard Drake, Australia: Darrell Evans, New Zealand: Helen Nicholson, South Africa: Beverley Kramer, France: Odile Plaisant, Germany: Karl Zilles. There were, as usually, only two participants from Romania.  

Each day, each room housed different sessions during these three days. Therefore, the management of such a “conference machinery” was quite complicated, but it worked very well. The presence of the hosts was very discrete, but very efficient. I succeeded to attend most of the sessions which I was interested in, i.e.: embryology, teaching, ethics, terminology, art and anatomy. 

The five plenary lectures dealt with remarkable topics. I should like to mention the high value and charm of Susan Standring’s History of Gray’s Anatomy, Clive Lee’s Art and Anatomy and last but not least, Karl Zilles’ Transmitter receptor fingerprints in the cerebral cortex in human, primate and rodent brain. A special personal remark refers to two symposia/free communications sessions: Understanding anatomy through embryology (a premiere - an original, realistic approach), chaired by Abigail Tucker and Mohammad Hajhosseini and European perspectives on the use of cadavers in anatomy teaching and assessment challenges and solutions, chaired by Bernard Moxham and Tracey Wilkinson. Terminology and Variation in anatomy were not forgotten.  Of course, any one participant could not attend all the lectures and sessions. There were four poster sessions, with about 400 titles listed for presentation, about 100 per each session, well grouped by topics. Most were on display at the right time and authors were present by their panel at the scheduled times. 

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	The most important benefit as related to skills, was that I had the opportunity to check I am still on trend with modern Anatomy techniques. On the one hand, I had very good feed-back about that, on the other hand, I had the opportunity to make useful comments on several papers, delivered here.    

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	Although this question looks more applicable to students and young researchers and young teaching staff looking for direction in their early anatomy career, I want to point out the following: 
- it was the most efficient and rapid opportunity to contact the 2019 state of art of Anatomy across the world, which is very important for a full Professor secure in his profession as an Anatomist;  

- it was a unique occasion for evaluation of the own status and level of qualification; 

- I had the opportunity to realise that my research on the development of the pituitary deserves to be continued both in human and lab mammals, considering the interest shown in my poster; 
- I felt psychologically encouraged to go on painting artistic drawings inspired from gross anatomy or with anatomical tint, in the future; 

- I was personally very pleased to find out that the AS committee considered, as usually, some of my personal suggestions related to the meeting, in order to improve the activity and avoid misunderstandings; 

- I hope that my two posters for the main sessions and two anatomical drawings for the Art and Anatomy contributed well to the IFAA Congress purposes and accomplishments; 

- As an international anatomist without English as a mother tongue- I intend to disseminate the ideas of the IFAA and AS as far as I can. 
For me, the opportunity given by an AS - Symington Bequest Fund Award to be present at this IFAA Congress represents my making good a missed opportunity as years ago, in August 1985, I couldn’t attend the 12-th Congress held in London, because I was not allowed to by the communist Romanian authorities of that time, although I had two papers accepted as free oral communications and the expenses were covered by a grant from the Anatomical Society (former ASGBI), kindly offered to me, even if I did not request it. So after 34 years, I was happy to say: Here I am.  

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	YES  

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N / A 

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N / A   

	SIGNATURE
	Andy R.M. Chirculescu  

	DATE
	11.24.2019 


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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