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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Alison Thomson

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Edinburgh

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Attendance at the IFAA conference at the London ExCel, August 9th – 11th.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	I was invited to speak at the symposium “Insights into therapeutic success and challenges in motor neurone diseases”, where I would present a portion of my PhD work previously unreported and funded by the Anatomical Society. Of particular benefit to myself was the chance to further increase my networking skills and solidify relationships previously created at Anatomical Society meetings. More importantly, however, was the benefit of me presenting my work at my first international conference. 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	Overall my experience at the IFAA was fantastic, in particular I very much enjoyed the plenary lecture from Professor Clive Lee – his passion for art and anatomy was contagious and made the whole lecture an absolute pleasure to listen to. Additionally, the artwork exhibition was incredible and it was brilliant to see colleagues’ works displayed.

I felt that the exhibitors at the conference were well chosen and it was interesting to see just how far in to the world of virtual reality anatomical education has ventured.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	My oral presentation in the “Insights into therapeutic success and challenges in motor neurone diseases” symposium gave me an excellent opportunity to hone my presentation skills. Whilst I will always be incredibly nervous in the run-up to presentations, once I am up at the podium I enjoy myself immensely and on this particular occasion I felt that I took a big step in being able to confidently communicate my work, take technical problems in my stride, and answer questions sufficiently.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	This learning experience has shown me that, even in large scale meetings, I am capable of communicating my work to others. Hopefully this knowledge will help me in the future to control my nerves a little more efficiently! In particular as I wish to present my work more often and in other settings, I think that this experience has given me the confidence to apply for more podium presentations. Finally, I am keen to pursue a career in anatomical education and this opportunity has given me extra practice in presenting.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society. 

	YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image.

	YES

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. 

	YES



	SIGNATURE
	Alison Thomson
	DATE
	26/08/2019


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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