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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Alison Thomson

	UNIVERSITY
	Edinburgh University

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	SMA Europe’s International Scientific Congress on Spinal Muscular Atrophy
25-27 January 2018
Krakow, Poland


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	The SMA Europe conference was an ideal opportunity to reconnect with members of this particular research community, as well as meet new people. Until this event, SMA conferences were held annually in the USA, therefore it was not financially viable for all lab members to attend meetings. Due to the proximity and low cost of SMA Europe, our lab was able to attend and meet a great many people who we would not otherwise have met. 

Furthermore, I was hoping to receive valuable input from other research groups regarding the work I was presenting.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	The conference was well organised and provided a superb range of talks from PIs and post docs from labs working on SMA around the world. In the past year a new therapy for SMA was released across the EU and USA; it was interesting to see and hear how this had prompted research groups to alter the direction of their research and ask new questions.
I presented a poster that focussed on the effect of therapy and different time points in the disease process, and was pleased to experience a high level of interest throughout the poster session and afterwards. The feedback I received from my poster was both positive, and constructively critical. As a result of discussion with other researchers, I have some new research questions that I would like to incorporate in to my work, and I have also successfully negotiated two new collaborations with labs in Denmark and Spain.

The conference gala dinner was held at the Salt Mines in Wieliczka, a short distance from Krakow. We were treated to a tour of the mines, followed by an excellent 3 course dinner and entertainment in the form of a traditional Polish folk music band, and a magician.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	This was my first conference presenting a poster of work I have done as a post doc in a different subject area from my PhD discipline. As such, I was able to improve my presenting skills in this subject area. Furthermore, I feel my networking skills have improved immensely, as I have secured two new collaborations.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	I hope that my new potential collaborations will result in significant data being produced and learning new laboratory skills in the process. Furthermore, I now have the confidence to network with the aim of creating news ties with other labs; as such I think my next conference will be just as, if not more, successful.


	SIGNATURE
	Alison Thomson
	DATE
	01/02/2018
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