PROJECT RESUME

TITLE: Evaluating the use of Lugol’s solution as a topical stain for the gross dissection of facial muscles in Rhesus Macaque (Macaca mulatta)

Muscles of facial expression are fundamental in non-verbal communication, yet it is poorly understood how these structures have evolved. Rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta) are regularly used as a non-human analogue, yet the basic anatomical data is based on scant previous literature. Recent gross cadaveric studies have found difficulty in distinguishing these small muscle fibres from surrounding tissues. There is anecdotal evidence that LS can be used as a topical stain to highlight these muscle fibres. This project aims to collect empirical data that this chemical mixture indeed can be used within the gross dissection toolkit to elucidate small muscle fibres from surrounding structures, bypassing the need for other costly and destructive methods where individual specimens are scarce.
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