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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Joy Reidenberg

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Symington Bequest Fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]The purpose of this award was to fund, in part, my participation in the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) conference in Melbourne, Australia that occurred on 12-17 August 2026.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]I attended the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) conference in Melbourne, Australia, for several anticipated benefits.  First, I wanted to represent the Anatomical Society in this international venue.  I anticipated meeting people from other countries, sharing our experiences in both teaching and research endeavors, and learning new science and educational technologies and techniques.  In particular, I hope to learn more about how other medical schools incorporate the use of Ai in teaching, learning, and assessments. I was also keen to see how other schools manage teaching anatomy without cadavers, and whether their success depended upon using digital anatomy programs.

Second, I delivered a talk on the use of new digital technology for visualizing anatomy from DICOM data (the format for CT and MR scans).  I hoped to get constructive feedback on whether other digital anatomy users felt that the program I used (syGlass) produced better or worse results compared with traditional DICOM readers (e.g. Horos, formerly Osirix), as it enables visualization of DICOM images in flexible orientations, including “fly-throughs.”  This was presented in a session on other digital technologies.  I anticipated learning about other new visualization technologies being used in Anatomy – for both research and teaching.

Third, I was invited to present in a symposium titled “Anatomy for Everyone Symposium, Connecting Science and Society.”  I anticipated sharing my knowledge of how to do outreach teaching of anatomy through the medium of television, focusing on the many advantages, but also the potential pitfalls.  One  benefit of doing a symposium like this the opportunity to promote the discipline of Anatomy, giving examples of how to successfully engage the public in learning/appreciating anatomy. Another benefit is an opportunity to engage with other colleagues doing similar outreach programs, and learn from them what worked or didn’t work (so we can be successful and not make the same mistakes).


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt]The IFAA conference was a wonderful experience to attend in person.  It was a great forum for reuniting with Anatomy colleagues from all over the world and to catch up both professionally and personally.  I especially enjoyed talking in person with UK based anatomists from the Anatomical Society, as I do not have many opportunities to see them locally (as I live in the US). Most of those interactions had been limited to on-line venues (video sessions).

Attending professional conferences is an opportunity to network with like-minded individuals in our relatively small discipline of Anatomy.  Networking is so important in professional advancement, as these relationships are essential for gathering the peer support needed when being externally evaluated.  The colleagues can write letters of support or may be tapped to give a peer evaluation of one’s readiness for promotion.  It also works in the opposite direction.  As I am relatively senior in my career, as a full professor, I am the one who is usually tapped to mentor younger scientists and educators, evaluate their publications or promotion applications, or write letters of support.  

Networking is also valuable for gaining new colleagues.  I thoroughly enjoyed meeting other scientists doing research in overlapping fields.  Our discussions of the science have already led to potential new collaborations!  Similarly, I was immersed in learning about new teaching or assessment methodologies that I hope to incorporate into my own courses later this semester.

Finally, attending a conference can be a very important ego boost.  Often, one is not appreciated in their home institution.  However, it is refreshing to meet fans of your work that you didn’t even know existed until they come up to meet you after your presentation!  I felt such an energy boost after this experience, and it gave me the confidence to return to work at my home institution with the knowledge that what I do, and have been doing, is really valuable and worth continuing to do – even if my own department members or chair do not appreciate it.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]The most important skill I gained from attending this conference was the ability to critically evaluate the source of anatomical specimens to be used in teaching in order to ascertain whether they come from a reputable donor program or supplier. I gained a better appreciation for how donors are often not fully informed of what will become of their bodies, even if they claim to have a legitimate informed consent practice.  An honest informed consent should disclose to the donors what their bodies will be used for (including commercial sales), where they will be distributed (e.g., transported to another country?), how they will be used (medical school or some other venue such as entertainment), and final disposition (e.g., are commercially sold parts ever returned for burial? How are they tracked?).

I also gained a new skill in using Ai to generate teaching materials (lectures, study lists, lab assignments, etc.).  I am still uncomfortable with this new skill, but I hope to practice it more in my own courses.  I may use Ai to create teaching resources for both faculty and students.  I also gained a better appreciation for how Ai is being used by our students currently to replace learning from textbooks, reading lab assignments, and can even replace listening to lectures!  Perhaps Ai can be used to generate better exam questions too.  

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf]
[bookmark: h.4d34og8]I would like to use this new skill, of using Ai, to generate better assessment questions.  I strive to evaluate a student’s true understanding of a topic, rather than just asking them to recall facts from rote memorization.  Unfortunately, this is related to a limitation of being forced to create multiple choice questions that mimic the style of the National Board Exams.  I do not like that it makes our students into mimics of Ai. We should not ask students to regurgitate facts they memorized.  Rather, they should be using Ai to do exactly this type of memory based fact recall task for them, rather than rely on just memory.  Instead, I want to test a student’s ability to take these facts  -- that they can freely look up -- and instead use those facts as tools to answer in-depth thought questions that truly assess their understanding of a topic.  They should be able to come to a novel insight, conclusion, or solution to a problem by assembling the facts that are given to them – like a detective cracking a case.  I want to test learning that involves thinking, not memory recall.  This will be a difficult challenge, as I still must keep our assessments in the same format as the NBME standardized tests.  But maybe there is a change coming – I hope that the widespread use of Ai in medical education will force that change!


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	
YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	I am attaching an image (see next page) of the attendees at the conference who were from the American Association for Anatomy.  I have permission from AAA to submit this image for use by the Anatomical Society (UK).


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	YES


	[bookmark: h.2s8eyo1]SIGNATURE
	[bookmark: h.17dp8vu]Joy S. Reidenberg
	DATE
	[bookmark: h.3rdcrjn]26 Sept 2026


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
File: AS-Award-Report-Form-171023 – International Conference

Photo of several Anatomists gathered at the IFAA conference in Melbourne, Australia, 2026.  The groups includes many who are members of both the Anatomical Society (UK) and the American Association for Anatomy (US).  I am the person on the left side mimicking the cut-out drawing of a body with Australian Aboriginal decorations that looks like dermatomes.
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