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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Natalie Wucherer

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]Newcastle University

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]
To facilitate attendance and presentation of research at the Federation of European Neuroscience Societies (FENS) Forum 2026 in Barcelona, July 6-10 2026. 




	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]My research focuses on the expression of dyslexia susceptibility genes CADM2 and TANC2 in the human fetal brain, with functional research on TANC2 knockdown using neurons derived from human pluripotent stem cells and calcium imaging. TANC2 is also an epilepsy gene, which, combined with calcium imaging data, has added an extra emphasis on epilepsy to my project. I was excited to share my poster and gain feedback on my research structure and analysis from the larger neuroscience communities, specifically, in relation to my calcium imaging analysis. I had also registered for extra networking events in the hopes of forming connections with colleagues and peers. 

The main topics and breakout sessions of the conference were relevant to my research area, including genetic and epigenetic regulation in the brain, the thalamus and visual behaviour, epilepsies and their subtypes, and clinical applications of gene therapy in Dravet syndrome. Many of the presentation and poster abstracts also mentioned techniques I have utilized, or wish to, like spatial transcriptomics, calcium imaging, CRISPR, and custom single-cell omics. FENS Forum has provided me with an excellent opportunity to gain project feedback and to gain exposure to the broader European scientific community and their research.

Overall, I anticipated that the FENS Forum would provide project-specific benefits relating to the analysis of my data via presentations and networking. However, it also provided the opportunity to gain experience and form network connections that I could carry into the future.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt][bookmark: _Int_f0nE8MXC]Attending the FENS Forum certainly lived up to my expectations. It provided a great opportunity for networking as the largest, world record-setting, meeting of European neuroscientists. This allowed me to form relationships with peers that helped me solve my difficulties in analysing my calcium imaging data for my thesis, including the application of time-tilied synchrony and mixed effect model. I also received important questions on my protocol design and project overall that have highlighted points I need to make in my thesis discussion or presentation. Both of these improvements resulted from my poster presentation experience and my selection of breakout presentations. These breakout presentations provided me with additional literature to expand my understanding of neuroscience topics, both related and unrelated to my thesis, including the study about CADM2 in thalamic fibres of the mouse brain presented at the opening lecture. 

Overall, I greatly enjoyed my experience at the FENS Forum, which has increased my confidence in attending large conferences and the social interactions that accompany them. I believe the FENS Forum met and exceeded my expectations in all aspects, and I am extremely grateful that I was able to participate and form connections with so many intelligent and kind scientists.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]FENS Forum was the first international conference I have been able to attend, and it was a fantastic opportunity to develop my skills in presenting to a more diverse audience, as I have mainly presented to peers of a similar career stage carrying out similar research projects. Not only did it allow me to improve my ability to present my data, but it also gave me the opportunity to grow more comfortable answering questions and having conversations on overlap, implications, and applications of my project in relation to the world and other research projects. This also extended to my ability to relate the work of others to my methods and protocols in a way that fosters constructive comments and/or criticism. 

FENS Forum also gave me the opportunity to hone network-building skills and conference participation skills, like active listening over prolonged periods of time. This allowed me to further my ability to apply presentation material to my interests within and outside of science. This was also true of the opportunities I was given to watch demonstrations and participate in workshops that fostered skills in adapting and optimizing protocols and in applying non-scientific methods to research and mental health. 

Networking proved to be extremely valuable to me in the context of developing skills related to poster presentation, but also in my ability to apply knowledge gained in presentations and demonstrations.

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf]I learned many things at the FENS Forum and have already begun implementing many of them. One such thing is the adaptation and improvement of my calcium imaging analysis. This now includes applying mixed effects models and deriving a time-tiled synchrony coefficient, two pieces of advice I received during my poster session. Other questions and feedback I received on my poster have influenced my plans for further literature review, and I plan to implement them as discussion points in my PhD thesis. FENS Forum has had a direct and immediate impact on my future, especially my thesis. While also improving my presentation skills and my ability to articulate diverse topics related to my thesis and future research.

Outside of my PhD thesis, FENS Forum has also broadened my knowledge in relation to current and new topics within and outside of my immediate research interests and has shown me how my research fits within the larger neuroscience field. While also providing me with new network connections with colleagues and peers that offered valuable insight on their topics, methods, and collaborations. These connections have already been, and will continue to be, valuable resources in cross-topic research and methods I can apply now and in the future.

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	
Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	
N/A

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	
N/A

	[bookmark: h.2s8eyo1]SIGNATURE
	[bookmark: h.17dp8vu]Natalie Wucherer
	DATE
	[bookmark: h.3rdcrjn]5 Aug 2026
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