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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]WILLIAM ANTCLIFF

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	@AntcliffWilliam

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]BARCLAY SMITH AWARD

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	ANATOMICAL SOCIETY SUMMER MEETING 2026: UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL,
BRISTOL, UK
15-17th JULY 2026.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]My primary motivation for attending the Anatomical Society Summer Meeting at the University of Bristol was to present my research to a wider academic audience and receive constructive feedback from experts working across a range of anatomical and biomedical disciplines. As a final-year PhD student, I viewed the conference as an opportunity to showcase the progress I have made during my doctorate while also refining how I communicate increasingly complex aspects of my research. In particular, I was keen to discuss the novel computational image analysis pipelines that I have developed for quantifying microscopy data, as these methods combine biological and computational approaches in a way that often prompts valuable interdisciplinary discussion.
Another anticipated benefit was the opportunity to network with researchers from different universities and career stages. I hoped these conversations would expose me to alternative perspectives on my work, broaden my understanding of current research trends, and potentially establish professional contacts that may be valuable as I prepare to complete my PhD. Since I am currently beginning to explore employment opportunities beyond my doctorate, I also saw the conference as an important chance to learn more about potential career pathways within academia and related sectors.
Finally, I anticipated that presenting a poster would further develop my confidence in scientific communication. I particularly enjoy engaging with others about science and was looking forward to explaining my research to individuals with varied backgrounds and levels of expertise. I expected that these discussions would help me become a more effective communicator while reinforcing the importance of presenting technical research in a clear, accessible, and engaging manner.



	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt]The Anatomical Society Summer Meeting was a valuable and enjoyable experience. Throughout the conference I attended a wide range of presentations that highlighted the breadth of current anatomical research and exposed me to methodologies and ideas outside my immediate field. Hearing about research from different disciplines provided useful context for my own work and encouraged me to think more broadly about how computational approaches can contribute to biological research.
Presenting my poster was the highlight of the meeting. It provided an excellent opportunity to discuss my PhD research with academics from universities across the UK, many of whom showed considerable interest in the computational pipelines I have developed. Explaining these methods to researchers with diverse expertise led to several engaging discussions about image analysis, quantitative biology, and the potential applications of these approaches beyond my own project. The feedback I received was encouraging and reinforced the novelty and relevance of the work.
The informal conversations that took place throughout the conference were equally valuable. Speaking with established academics and fellow early-career researchers gave me insight into different research interests, career experiences, and approaches to scientific problems. The welcoming atmosphere made networking approachable and encouraged meaningful discussion rather than simply brief introductions.
Overall, the conference comfortably met my expectations by combining high-quality scientific content with numerous opportunities for professional interaction. It strengthened my confidence in presenting my research, expanded my professional network, and provided valuable motivation as I move towards completing my PhD and considering the next stage of my career.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]The conference provided significant opportunities to strengthen several transferable skills, with scientific communication being the most important. Presenting my poster required me to explain comprehensive interdisciplinary studies, including complex computational techniques, in a way that could be understood by researchers with very different backgrounds. My research combines wet-lab developmental biology, image analysis, computational methods and bioinformatics, thus adapting my explanations depending on each person's expertise was an invaluable exercise. Through repeated discussions over the course of the conference, I became more confident in presenting technical concepts clearly and concisely while maintaining scientific accuracy.
I also developed my networking skills. Engaging with academics from institutions across the UK required initiating conversations, discussing research interests, and responding thoughtfully to questions and feedback. These interactions improved my confidence when speaking with researchers at different career stages and demonstrated the importance of building professional relationships through genuine scientific discussion.
Another important skill was responding to constructive feedback. Conversations about my computational image analysis pipelines encouraged me to think critically about how the methods could be communicated more effectively and where they might have broader applications. Receiving questions from researchers outside my immediate area challenged me to consider my work from new perspectives, which is likely to strengthen both my research and future presentations.
Finally, the conference reinforced skills that are particularly important for my future career aspirations. I have a strong interest in public engagement and science communication, and opportunities to discuss my research with enthusiastic audiences confirmed how much I enjoy communicating science. Developing these communication skills will be invaluable as I transition from my PhD into the next stage of my professional career.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf][bookmark: h.4d34og8]The experience gained from attending the conference will directly influence both the completion of my PhD and my future career. The feedback I received while presenting my poster has already helped me reflect on how I communicate my research and identify the aspects that resonate most strongly with different audiences. I have since begun to write my thesis and am already applying these insights during the writing process. Additionally, as I prepare future presentations, I am ensuring that complex computational methods are presented in a way that is both rigorous and accessible.
The conference also reinforced the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration. Discussions with researchers from a range of scientific backgrounds demonstrated that computational image analysis has applications well beyond my own research area. This has encouraged me to continue developing quantitative approaches that are flexible, reproducible, and applicable to a wide variety of biological imaging problems. Maintaining the professional contacts established during the meeting may also lead to future collaborations or opportunities to exchange ideas as my career progresses.
Perhaps most importantly, the experience strengthened my enthusiasm for scientific communication. I particularly enjoy public speaking and explaining research to different audiences, and the conference reaffirmed that these activities are an area in which I would like to continue developing. As I approach the end of my PhD and begin applying for new positions, I will draw on the confidence gained through presenting and networking at the conference when interviewing, delivering presentations, and engaging with colleagues. Overall, attending the meeting has strengthened both my technical communication skills and my confidence as an independent researcher, providing a strong foundation for the next stage of my career.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below
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	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	YES
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