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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Marta Perera

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]King’s College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Symington Bequest Fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration
Gordon Research Conference (GRC)
22nd-27th March, 2026
Ventura, California, USA


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]My research explores signalling pathways that control branching morphogenesis during salivary gland embryonic development using the mouse as a model. I have obtained spatial transcriptomics from embryonic glands before branching initiation to discover which signals initiate and control this process. My abstract was selected for a talk and I was excited to share my results with the community at the Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration Gordon Research Conference (GRC). I had also registered to participate in the Gordon Research Seminar (GRS) which happens the day before the main conference and is attended only by Early-Career Researchers, which provides a fantastic opportunity to connect with colleagues and peers before the main conference starts. 

The main topics that were present in the conference were very relevant for my research area, for example: Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms in Craniofacial Development, Patterning the Craniofacial Complex, and Stem Cells and Organoids of the Craniofacial Complex. GRC Conferences are known in the field for presenting forward thinking results and because speakers aim to include a significant amount of unpublished data, which provides the attendees with an overview of where the field will be in the near future, and what are the new directions that are being explored. 


	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	GRC Conferences are only held every two years and these kinds of meetings define a research community. This was my first time attending this bi-annual conference and it was a welcoming introduction to this new community, since my PhD work was in a different field and I have only been a postdoctoral researcher for less than 2 years. This conference is small in size (less than 200 participants), and lasts for 5 days, which provides ample time to network with peers, meet new colleagues and establish collaborations. Moreover, the conference organisers facilitated short excursions during lunch and that was a fantastic platform to socially interact with researchers from all around the world while enjoying beautiful coastal California. I also registered for the GRS (Gordon Research Seminar), which is held on the day before the Conference and is attended by Early-Career Researchers. The Seminar provided a unique platform to meet peers and colleagues in a smaller setting before the Conference starts. During the Seminar I attended relevant poster sessions, talks by ECRs, and a Keynote Session from an established researcher in the Craniofacial Field. All in all, it was a very positive experience that could not have happened without the support of the Anatomical Society.

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]Technical knowledge
I discovered cutting-edge techniques that have recently being developed and applied in Craniofacial Research. These techniques not only showcase the breadth of techniques that apply to the field but also manifest where researchers’ interests are and how the field would look like in the future.

Career Development
During the GRS there was a session on mentoring that discussed how to approach mentoring from a postdoctoral role and how to facilitate a better mentoring relationship as a mentee. This was incredibly useful for me as a postdoc looking to transition into a more independent role in the future.

Networking skills
There were many opportunities to network, including coffee breaks, poster sessions and lunch or dinner times. During these I met many scientists with shared interests and established potential collaborations for the future. I also met some collaborators that I have only interacted with via email, so it was quite rewarding to be able to talk in person and discuss how our collaboration would advance in the near future. 

Presentation skills
My abstract was selected to give a talk in the session “Specialized Tissues of the Head: Lessons from Development and Evolution”, where I presented our latest findings in how different signalling pathways influence branching morphogenesis of the murine Salivary Gland during embryonic development. This experience allowed me to gain presentation skills in a very challenging setting, which is a room full of experts in the field. I also had a discussion session after my talk where I had to answer questions about my work from researchers. 
Moreover, I presented a poster in poster sessions, where I could discuss the project in a more detailed level. At these sessions I discussed some technical issues we are facing and received very useful tips that we will be implementing very soon in the lab.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf]
[bookmark: h.4d34og8]Applying new techniques
I was also able to chat with many researchers that are also applying Spatial Transcriptomics to resolve tissue-specific morphogenetic processes in different animal models. I obtained useful tips and advice on how to analyse the data, and I interacted with colleagues that are willing to share their data with us. I have also met some colleagues that have mouse models that I could apply in my research and they have offered to share them with us.

Fostering new connections
I have been introduced to a new field of research that I’m hoping to base my future career in. I have found new people to collaborate with and I hope to be able to invite some of the researchers that I have met to symposiums that I will organise in the future.

Improving Presentation Skills
After my talk I received very enthusiastic feedback and useful suggestions that will significantly contribute to the next steps that we will take on this research project. Some questions that I got made me realise that some points that I explained during my presentation did not make it across to the audience, so I will work to improve that section in future presentations. 


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	YES


	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	YES
Image description: me next to my poster during the poster session


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	YES
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